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OF THE KORAN 

 
 
 
      M. Ibrahim and the Flowers of the Koran is a novel by Éric-Emmanuel 

Schmitt. It is the story of the friendship between a Monsieur Ibrahim, a Turkish 

grocer and Momo, an 11-year-old Jewish boy in Paris.  

M. Ibrahim helps Momo break free from the prison of an increasingly 

absent father, a mother who left at birth, and constant inferiority to an older 

brother who is never seen, but to whom his father always compares him. 

As the book progresses, Momo speaks to M. Ibrahim more and more. M. 

Ibrahim shows Momo how to save the little money his father gives him, by 

buying day old bread, filling bottles of Bordeaux with a cheaper variety, buying 

cheaper ingredients, etc. and also teaches him the art of smiling, which gets 

him out of trouble quite often. Momo's father hardly notices a difference in these 

new ingredients.  

When Momo’s father dies, M. Ibrahim takes him on a vacation in 

Normandy, which Momo believes is too beautiful, bringing him to tears. M. 

Ibrahim is slowly teaching Momo the ways of Sufi Muslims, in an attempt to help 

the boy. 

Finally, M. Ibrahim purchases a car, and the two travel to his native 

Turkey, where they get in an accident, killing M. Ibrahim. The book ends with 

the small store being handed over to Momo, who is now much older. 

 Through this book, Schmitt wanted to show the story of a young Jewish 

boy and the Muslim grocer of their neighbourhood in Paris, but without making 

religion essential to the plot. The character of M. Ibrahim is shown to be quite 

open minded, especially in his adoption of Momo and his trip through the multi-

confessional Balkans to arrive in his native Turkey. Momo, then, assumes M. 

Ibrahim’s essential role in the neighbourhood in nowadays multicultural society. 

 

 
 



Questions: 
 

1.- Read the text and write down three words that appear 
more than once. 

1.-_______________________________ 

2.-_______________________________ 

3.-_______________________________ 

 
2.- Using these three words, write down a sentence saying 

what you think the text is about. 
 
 
 
3.- Read again and match the following headings with each paragraph. Which 
heading does not go with any of the paragraphs? 
 1.- Little tricks 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 2.- M. Ibrahim’s legacy 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 3.- Family affairs 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 4.- Life in Turkey 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 5.- Multicultural world 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 6.- Sad news for Momo 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 7.- Monsieur Ibrahim and the flowers of the Koran. 
 Paragraph_______________________ 
 
4.- Answer these questions in your own words. 
 1.- How does M. Ibrahim help Momo? 

  

 2.- How is Momo’s relationship with his father? 

 

 3.- What’s M. Ibrahim’s legacy for Momo? 

 

 

5.- Find words or phrases in the text that mean: 
 1.- To be released (paragraph 2) = ______________________________ 
 2.- Realise (paragraph 3) = ____________________________________ 
 3.- Holyday (paragraph 4) = ___________________________________ 

4.- Try (paragraph 4) = _______________________________________ 
5.- Buy (paragraph 5) = _______________________________________ 
6.- Story line (paragraph 6) = __________________________________ 
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